
This action is to reduce the Phased Water Conservation Plan shortage level for the Los Angeles 
County Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley, from Phase VII to Phase VI as a result of an 
adjustment by the State Water Resources Control Board of water conservation standard for the
Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley, effective March 1, 2016.

SUBJECT

March 01, 2016

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICT NO. 40, 
ANTELOPE VALLEY, REDUCTION OF WATER CONSERVATION 

STANDARD AND RECLASSIFICATION WITHIN THE
PHASED WATER CONSERVATION PLAN

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICT NO. 40, ANTELOPE VALLEY:

1.  Find that reducing the Phased Water Conservation Plan shortage level for the Los Angeles 
County Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley, is statutorily exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act.

2.  Reduce the Phased Water Conservation Plan shortage level for the Los Angeles County 
Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley, from Phase VII to Phase VI.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of this recommendation is to reduce the Phased Water Conservation Plan shortage 
level for the Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley, from Phase VII to 
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Phase VI based on a climate adjustment allowance by the State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) that will lower District 40's conservation standard from 32 percent to 28 percent, effective 
March 1, 2016.  All other Waterworks Districts do not qualify for an adjustment and their plan phases 
will remain unchanged.  Additionally, this recommendation is to find that reducing the plan shortage 
level for District 40 is statutorily exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

This action is necessary to comply with Section 865 of the SWRCB's Extended Drought Emergency 
Water Conservation Regulation, including but not limited to Section 865(f)(1)(C) (enclosed).  With 
California still experiencing severe drought despite recent rains, the SWRCB adopted an extended 
and revised regulation to ensure that urban water conservation continues in 2016.  The regulation 
extends restrictions on urban water use through October 2016, while providing urban water suppliers 
more flexibility in meeting their conservation requirements.  

Revisions in the extended regulation allow for adjustments to urban water suppliers' conservation 
requirements based on climate, population growth, and new local drought-resilient supply efforts.  
Based on the climate adjustment allowance, District 40's conservation standard qualifies for a 
4 percent reduction and has been adjusted by the SWRCB from 32 percent to 28 percent, effective 
March 1, 2016. 

On May 26, 2015, the Board activated the Waterworks Districts' Phased Water Conservation Plan 
for District 40 at Phase VII.  The climate adjustment allowance granted by the SWRCB allows 
District 40's shortage level to be lowered to Phase VI, which would result in reduced penalty 
surcharges imposed on some District 40 customers for water use in excess of their target 
allocations. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provisions of Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal 
Sustainability (Goal 1) and Integrated Services Delivery (Goal 3) by promoting sound, prudent, 
transparent fiscal policies, and practices that help ensure maintenance of critical, high-priority County 
public services to protect and preserve our precious water resources while preserving the quality of 
life for County residents.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  

There will be a loss of revenue in District 40 due to lower water conservation surcharges, which will 
be partially offset by an expected increase of water purchased by District 40 customers at the base 
rate.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

California has experienced 4 years of extremely dry weather as well as court-ordered limits on 
pumping water from the Sacramento Delta, which have severely impacted reservoir storage and 
dramatically reduced water supplies.  These circumstances led Governor Brown to declare a State of 
Emergency due to the drought on January 17, 2014.  On April 1, 2015, Governor Brown issued an 
Executive Order requiring a Statewide mandatory reduction of 25 percent in potable water use.  

The Executive Order directed the SWRCB to impose restrictions to achieve an aggregate Statewide 
25 percent reduction in use compared to 2013.  The SWRCB has required those areas with high per 
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capita use to achieve proportionally greater reductions than those with low use.  The SWRCB's 
restrictions previously required District 40 to achieve a reduction of 32 percent.  On February 16, 
2016, the SWRCB notified District 40 that its water conservation standard would be reduced from 
32 percent to 28 percent, effective March 1, 2016, due to the relatively hot climate in the region.

On May 26, 2015, the Board adopted a resolution implementing Part 5 of the Los Angeles County 
Waterworks Districts and the Marina del Rey Rules and Regulations for all of the Waterworks 
Districts, including water conservation surcharges in District 40.  At that time, District 40 was 
declared at a plan shortage level of Phase VII, based on the SWRCB's required 32 percent 
reduction.  Now that the SWRCB has reduced District 40's conservation standard to 28 percent, 
District 40's shortage level may be reduced from Phase VII to Phase VI.  This action would allow 
District 40 to adjust the billing system and other pertinent operations to be consistent with the State's 
current regulations.  All other Waterworks Districts plan phases remain in place at the levels adopted 
by the Board on May 26, 2015.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed action is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21080(b)(4) and State CEQA Guidelines Section 15269(c) where certain projects qualify for an 
exemption of specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency, such as the drought 
emergency extended by the Governor.  The reduction of District 40’s shortage level from Phase VII 
to Phase VI within the plan will also result in a reduction of penalty surcharges.  With respect to the 
approval of these charges, this action is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 21080(b)
(8) of the Public Resources Code and Section 15273(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines.  These 
provisions apply to the establishment, modification, structuring or approval of rates or other charges 
by a public agency for the purpose of meeting operating expenses and purchasing supplies and 
equipment or materials.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Reclassification of District 40 within the plan will enhance the quality of life for customers of District 
40 by providing increased allocations of potable water to meet their overall needs.

CONCLUSION

Please return an adopted copy of this letter to the Department of Public Works, Waterworks Division.
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GAIL FARBER

Director

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office (Rochelle Goff)
County Counsel
Executive Office

Respectfully submitted,
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